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 MALAYSIA

World Conservation Union - IUCN defines protected area as an area of land and/or sea especially dedicated to the protection and maintenance of biological diversity, and of natural and associated cultural resources, and managed through legal or other effective means. In Peninsular Malaysia, the protected areas which are in the form of wildlife reserves, sanctuaries, national parks and state parks, have been created through gazettements by the concerned federal and state authorities.  

Krau Wildlife Reserve (KWR) which was gazetted in 1923 has an area of 55,182 hectares is managed by the Department of Wildlife and National Parks, Peninsular Malaysia.  This reserve was underlined for the purpose of biodiversity protection and conservation.   However, conflicts have arisen in KWR when it comes to resources extraction and the indigenous people.  Policies, procedures and strong government agencies authority often finds its own solution to some of these conflicts and often disregards the interest of the indigenous people.  Often indigenous people are resettled when it comes to an issue concerning national parks or protected area designation.  

The indigenous people of KWR consist of three tribes namely the Che Wong, Jahut and Temuan.  These three groups disperse systematically in and around KWR.  The traditional boundary existed dividing KWR between the Che Wong in the western area and Jahut in the eastern area.  The Temuan were considered outsiders as they originated from other area and lived in villages around KWR.  They were hunters and gatherers but now they normally stay in one place and practice permanent agriculture rather than shifting cultivation.  

The understanding of indigenous community involvement in KWR became an important question to this study.  This study explores the current indigenous community participation in the areas, issues, concerns as well as identifying the opportunities for further, more systematic participatory process in protected area management.   In conclusion, it presents the acceptance and readiness of the indigenous community to get involved in KWR management.

